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Name: John W. Rothrock Jr. 
Address: 509 E. Edgewood Drive 
City: Danville 
State: IN 
Zip: 46122 
Email: jrothrock@iquest.net 
Phone: (317) 539-4369 

Aviation-Background: I have a private pilot's license SEL with glider 
rating, and have been flying for 27 years. I have 1100 hours tota l  t i m e  
and currently own t w o  aircraft, a Ceasna 1 7 2  and an Bxperimental Fisher 
Celebrity Biplane. 

Comments: In general 1 like the proposal. If it were enacted exactly as 
wricten it would be a positive step. However, it could be improved. 

For instance, take t h e  issue of which standard category aircraft could be 
operated by holdere of the sport Pilot Certificate. The proposed 1232 
pound gross weight limit seems somewhat arbitrary. I have two 
illustrative examples. Take the AerOnCa 7AC Champion, which meets the 
definition. ThiB is a two place tandem taildragger with excellent flight 
qualities and docile behavior. The later model Champs. however, such as 
the 7DC,  do not qualify due to their increased gross weight (1350 pounds) 
The main difference between the planes is the addition of an electrical 
eye tem,  which includea an electric Btarter. The older 7AC must be 
hand-propped to start. The planes are virtually identical i n  flight 
characteristics. Allowing a plane that m u a t  be hand propped while 
disqualifying the same plane with a starter is counter to safety, 
especial ly  where novice pilots are concerned. 

Another airplane that is not qualified to to a slightly too-high grosa 
weight ia the ErCOUpe. If ever a plane should be included in a Sport 
Pilot category, the Ercoupe is it. With its stall and spin resistant 
design and two control scheme, it is j u s t  what t h e  category calls for. 
Yet due to a few pounds, it is not eligible. Thia should be rethought. 

Thank you for your time. 
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